
 

EAST ISLIP SOCCER CLUB 
GAME DAY COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 

 
While we are extremely excited to have players/teams returning to the pitch for matches, we all need to be mindful of the protocols 
and guidelines instituted by the various governing authorities (e.g., NYS, CDC, etc.), the various soccer organizations/leagues 
(e.g., LIJSL, ENYYSA, NYCSL, EDP, etc.), and each of the soccer clubs at which these matches will be played. 
 
Accordingly, when visiting any of our East Islip Soccer Club facilities, we ask that you strictly adhere to the following Game 
Day Covid-19 Protocols, which are in addition to (and not in place of) the various other applicable protocols and guidelines. 
These protocols MUST be followed by both the home and the visiting team while participating in any matches or scrimmages at 
any of the EISC facilities. 
 
 

 MASKS/FACE COVERINGS: Masks/face coverings MUST be worn by anyone over the age of two (2) at the fields (unless the 
person is medically unable to wear one). Masks/face coverings must cover both nose and mouth. When you arrive at our 
facilities, players must wear masks/face coverings from the time they exit the vehicle until they reach the field space on 
which they will be playing. Spectators also must wear mask/face coverings AT ALL TIMES to and from their vehicles and 
when on the sidelines observing, especially when social distancing guidelines of six (6) feet cannot be maintained. 
 

 SPECTATORS: 
 

 The EISC is strongly urging that only one (1) spectator per player attend games/scrimmages. 
 

 The maximum number of spectators allowed per player is two (2), as per NYS guidelines. For example, if two 
(2) parents are on the sidelines, then no other family members will be allowed (i.e., siblings). 
 

 All spectators must maintain social distancing guidelines of six (6) feet.              
 

 ENTERING FIELD AREA: If there is a match in progress on the field, then the teams, coaches, spectators and players must 
NOT enter the playing field area or take a position on the touchlines (soccer sidelines) until AFTER the prior match is 
completed and those other teams, players, coaches and spectators have left the field area. 

 
 TEAM/PLAYER SIDELINE AREAS: In accordance with LIJSL protocols, Teams will take positions on opposite touchlines 

(meaning that the home team, its coaches, its players and its spectators will be on the same side). The home team determines 
selection of touchlines. Coaches will discuss and confirm at the field before the prior match concludes. 

 
 Home Team: 

 
 Home team players and coaches take a position of a minimum of ten (10) feet from the touchline to 

the left of the midfield line and ten (10) feet off the touchline within player area.  
 

 If a 3-referee system is used, this will be behind AR1. 
 

 Home team spectators take a position of a minimum of ten (10) feet on the other side of midfield, and 
ten (10) feet off the touchline within Spectator Area. 

 
 Visiting Team: 

 
 Visiting team coaches, players and spectators must be on the opposite side of the field. 

 
 Visiting team players and coaches take a position minimum of ten (10) feet from the touchline to the 

left of the midfield line and ten (10) feet off the touchline within player area.  
 

 If a 3-referee system is used, this will be behind AR2. 
 



 

 Visiting team spectators may take a position a minimum of ten (10) feet on the other side of midfield, 
and ten (10) feet off the touchline within Spectator area. 

 

      
 
 

 FIELD MARSHALS:   
 

 EISC will have field marshals at all facilities. The home team will advise if there is a designated club field 
marshal present and will introduce or point out that individual. If no designated field marshal is present at the 
time, the home coach will be the designated the field marshal for that match (subject, however, to the EISC 
field marshal being present at any other time before, during or after the match). 
 

 Please be courteous and respectful to the other players/spectators and to our field marshals and volunteers. If 
you are asked to put a mask on, or to spread out to maintain social distancing requirements, please do so. It 
gives us no pleasure to have to ask anyone to leave the fields, but be assured, that is exactly what we will do if 
necessary to ensure we as a club are following all federal, state, county and town guidelines, as well as those 
guidelines established by our soccer governing bodies. 

 
 GAME CHECK-IN:  

 
 Upon request from referee, teams should be ready for check-in. All participants, players, coaches and referee(s) 

must wear face coverings for check-in. Players must line-up a minimum of ten (10) feet from the referee and 
coach. 
 

 Coach hands referee two (2) completed copies of their roster and appropriate share of referee fees. Fees should 
be in either sealed envelope(s) or a clear resealable bag(s), one for each referee (meaning one for the center 
referee, and one for each of the assistant referees). 

 
 Coach will hold laminated passes (or phone with digital passes) and show to the referee when player steps 

forward.  
 

 After acknowledged by referee, player will turn around, indicating jersey #, then return to the line (repeat until 
all players have checked in).  

 
 All coaches as well as any trainer must also present themselves to referee in same manner with a valid pass.  

 
 No Coin Toss. 

 
 Visiting team will choose the ball (kick off) or the goal to attack to begin the match. 

 
 Home team to supply match ball(s), which are to be cleaned (disinfectant wipe), prior to being given to referee. 

 
 
 
 



 

 GENERAL:  
 

 Handshakes, high fives, celebrations, etc. are not allowed. 
 

 Players should not share equipment, food or drinks. 
 

 Please use the hand disinfectant stations that have been made available at EISC’s facilities. 
 

 If anyone experiences any symptoms of Covid-19, such person should not enter EISC facilities. 
 

 COVID SCREENING APPS: Visiting teams must track their players preferably using a Covid screening tool/App (e.g., 
TeamSnap). It is extremely important for the EISC have a record of anyone who tests positive for Covid-19 for tracing 
purposes, and to be made aware of anyone who has travelled from a state on the NYS restricted list.   If any players have 
travelled from a state on the NYS restricted list, they must quarantine for 14 days and are not be allowed at any games at our 
facility. 
 

 ADDITIONAL LINKS: We strongly encourage you to visit each of these links and be familiar with the guidelines contained 
therein. 

 
 www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf 
 https://lijsoccer.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/ENYYSA-Game-Day-Protocols.pdf 
 https://lijsoccer.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/NYS-Sports-Summary-Guidance-Reopening-NY.pdf 
 https://www.eastislipsoccer.org/Default.aspx?tabid=2699874 
 https://lijsoccer.com/return-to-play-responsibilities/ 
 https://lijsoccer.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/U.S.-Soccer-Phase-III-Grassroots-Recommendations-

Guide.pdf 
 https://www.edpsoccer.com/return-to-play 

 


